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If you grow crops, El Nifio will mean you will have less ' '
water available for your plants. The increase in tempera-

ture associated with El Nifio also means the water vou do
have will most likely evaporate

F{ Nino:

Bringing dry tines

To prepare, farmers can:

*  [ncrease their production of crops less likely
o be affected by water shortages, such as
root crops (manioc, sweet potatoes, sweet ught and hig
taro, yam} normal  tem| [ures s ] with El Mifio can il } -

«  Avoid clearing the bush, which helps keep ; ;
moisture in the soil

»  Adopt different types of farming techniques
(mulching, growing two or more varieties in
the same plot)

o lse traditional technigues to preserve food

Managing livestock gl

If you produce livestock, El Nifio will likely reduce your
pasture production and cause heat stress in your cattle.,
Cattle suffering heat stress will have less growth and fewer
live births.

Soe o,

| germination of
ate vulnerable speci

[rrig ividual high value trees, with
bucket or ather means

To prepare, farmers can:

*  Sellold and unproductive stock but maintain
their breeding stock

=  Keep any big trees on their property, which will
shade cattle and help them better cope with the
high temperatures

# Introduce new cattle breeds that can better
withstand higher temperatures and less water
availability; e.g. Brahman,/ Africanda
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Lini Highway

s  Feed pigs food with high-water content Port Vila,
(pineapple, banana, and green leaves) Republic of Vanuatu

+  Introduce breeds of chicken that are resilient to

drought; e.g. African/Brown Egg Layer



WVESIBNW ™I What Causes

 What effect
N does it have
A% on Vanuatu?

How do you get
ready for £l Nino?

El Nifio is associated with extensive warming of the sea El Nifio is part of what is known as the El Nifio-Southern El Nifio events have been happening for 100s of vears, and
surface in the central and eastern tropical Pacific - illation [ENSO). are predicted to get worse under climate change.
towards the coast of South America.

But while droughts caused by El Nifio events can't be
avoided, we can prepare for them so they will have less
impact on what we do.

Staying Headthy ([7,,

Water is essential for human health. E]l Nifio droughts can
affect the quality and quantity of water available,

It often causes below average rainfall and higher than
average lemperatures over much of Vanuatu during the
wet season (Movember — April) and dry season (May -
Cctober).

Tropical cyclones are generally less frequent during El
MNino events.

El Nifio usually occurs every 3-7 years and may last for - Owa ‘rica. The e ; o
9-12 months, sometimes longer. It can cause droughts in the rainfall that To conserve water in urban areas;
parts of the country that are normally dry. Understanding : IHHH iFrJrLerth_mF;_'errlb b ;
El Nifio can help communities better prepare to reduce L e L S R P

risk and loss of life. tEEtlll or shaving :
«  Avold flushing toilets when you don't need to

e |

. 7, *  Check for any leaking taps or pipes and fix them
My S L # Clean your vehicle with a bucket not a hose
- =  Make sure to use plants that don't
’ I ' ] e g o ,-.I‘l_i.l_h.
] il B Ay #. '-";.'i-ll 5 &

require a lot of water
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To conserve water in rural areas:

~ =  Tryand use water from the sea, rivers
- e o = or lakes for domestic uses such as washing
o “ P kitchen utensils
g ol '"x_.. p >’ ' + Encourage children not to play with
- et T water and to be aware of the importance of
o F S AW 8 conserving water
oy . - o P e : #  Use water from young bamboos and vines for
> AW "f"" - 5 drinking
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